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Sat.,Jun.10 2023 / W12:30~ @214:30~ ®16:30 ~18:00 / 1stage ¥3000, 1day ¥7500 (1stage ¥1000 for 25years old or younger)

ATSUMORI

Suffering from having killed the young Taira no Atsumori at the battle of Ichi-no-tani, Kumagai no Naozane has become a
priest named Rensho. When he revisits the battlefield to pray for the repose of Atsumori’s soul, grass mowers appear with
a fine tune of flute. One of them asks Rensho to repeat the prayer, and disappears. The mower turns out, in the second
half of the play, to be the ghost of Atsumori, and describes the fate of Taira-clan and his last battle at Ichi-no-tani. He
appreciates the prayer by Rensho, who is no longer the enemy.

SHIMIZU

The master orders Taro-kaja to go to the spring in the field known as the “Nonaka no Shimizu” and carry back a pail of
water for a tea party. Hating such an errand, he makes up a story that he was attacked by a demon and ran away leaving
the pail behind. The master does not want to lose his favorite pail, he goes to the spring to find it. Determined to scare
the master off, Taro-kaja gets there before the master disguising himself as the demon. Being frightened, the master
accepts the demon’s demand that the master should treat Taro-kaja better. The master, however, notices that the demon’s
voice resembles Taro-kaja’s eventually.

KAKITSUBATA

A priest on the way to the east stops at Yatsuhashi in the Mikawa province where irises or kakitsubata are in full bloom.
Quoting the Tales of Ise, a woman there explains a poem by Ariwara no Narihira. He used five syllables of ka-ki-tsu-ba-ta
at the beginning of each line in the poem. She then offers the priest a night-lodging and later appears in a gorgeous robe
which Narihira mentioned in the poem and is a memento of one of his lovers. She reveals herself as a spirit of irises
immortalized by Narihira’s poem and dances in gratitude of resting in peace.

AOI NO UE

Lady Aoi, Prince Genji’'s wife and symbolized by a folded robe placed on the stage, is seriously ill. Through the prayer of
Teruhi, a shaman using a bow of Japanese cherry birch, which is supposed to bring the cause of trouble out, the evil spirit
of Lady Rokujo, a lover of Prince Genji, appears. Expressing her fierce hatred of losing Genji's affection and rage towards
the humiliating struggle at the festival, she beats the patient cruelly and disappears. Yokawa, a holly priest, is summoned
to rescue. While giving his prayers, the spirit of Lady Rokujo in a demoness figure reappears and chases him furiously
until being calmed down by his holy power of sutra. <TYoshikawa/STakahashi>
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